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with an index generation part 7 which generates an index image by copying 
respective partial images of previously specified areas of the respective 
stored images and an index registration part 8 which registers the respective 
copy positions of the partial images in the index image corresponding to the 
storage addresses of the respective images as copy sources; and the index 
image is automatically generated and an image extraction part 10 retrieves 
the index registration part 8 according to the operator's specification of a 
partial image in the index image and extracts the image corresponding to the 
specified partial image, thereby facilitating the operation regarding the 
retrieval of the image. 
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